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Cosmic Dome for P4-7

RISK ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
· Activity involved: planetarium show in Cosmic Dome

Please note that the Cosmic Dome is delivered by an external organisation, not Sensation staff.

The organiser’s own risk assessment details are below.

Please note: the Cosmic Dome is a darkened tent, and is therefore a dark, enclosed space.  The shows may therefore not be suitable for small children or those who are uncomfortable in enclosed, darkened spaces.  

We request that teachers remain with the group throughout the show, as Sensation staff and other external staff cannot accept full responsibility for care and supervision of the group.
Hannah Crookes

January 2007

	RISK ASSESSMENT FORM


(SUBJECT TO SPONSORSHIP AND CONTRACT)

	Workshop Name
	Cosmic Dome at Science, Engineering & Math week, Sensation

	Presenter Name
	Tish Howard , Raine Gardner, (Christine Macmillan, Gill Russell)

	Dates
	March 14-18 2007


	HAZARD
	WHO MIGHT BE HARMED?

	Look only for hazards which you could expect to result in significant harm under the conditions in your workshop.  Use the following list:-

1.  Electrical

11. Working from Height

2.  Lifting and Moving
12. Noise

3.  Chemicals

13. Animals

4.  Dusts/fumes/Mists/Vapours
14. Outside activities

5.  Biological Agents

15. Slips and Trips

6.  Work Equipment and its Use
16. Falling objects

7.  Display Screen Equipment
17. Confined spaces

8.  Sharp instruments

18. Experiments/Projects/Processes

9.  Hot and Cold Surfaces
19. Workshops/Coaching Sessions

10. Pressurised Flammable Gas
20. Pedestrian Traffic Routes

      Systems
	There is no need to list individuals by name – just think about groups of people doing similar work or who may be affected, e.g.:-

· People sharing your workspace

· Members of the public

· Cleaners

Pay particular attention to:-

· People with disabilities

· Visitors

· Inexperienced staff

They may be more vulnerable


	List hazards here:
	List groups of people who are especially at risk from the significant hazards which you have identified:

	 Electrical

.Lifting and Moving

Confined spaces

Darkness

Trip hazard entering and leaving

Heat and oxygen depletion


	Presenters

Members of the public

Presenters

Members of the public

Members of the public

Inexperienced staff (none at the moment)

Members of the public

Inexperienced staff (none at present)

everyone


Signature …………………………………Christine Macmillan

Date 29/01/2007

	Workshop Name
	Cosmic dome at Sensation Science Week

	Presenter Name
	Tish Howard, Raine Gardner, (Christine Macmillan)

	Dates
	March 14-18, 2007


(SUBJECT TO SPONSORSHIP AND CONTRACT)

	IS THE RISK ADEQUATELY CONTROLLED?
	WHAT FURTHER ACTION IS NECESSARY TO CONTROL THE RISK?

	Have you already taken precautions against the risks from the hazards listed?  For example, have you provided:-

· Adequate information, instruction or training?

· Adequate systems or procedures?

Do the precautions:-

· Meet the standards set by a legal requirement?

· Comply with a recognised industry standard?

· Represent good practice?

· Reduce risk as far as reasonably practicable?

If so, then the risks are adequately controlled, but you need to indicate the precautions you have in place.
	What more could you reasonably do for those risks which you found were not adequately controlled?

You will need to give priority to those risks which affect large numbers of people and/or could result in serious harm.  Apply the principles below when taking further action, if possible in the following order:-

· Remove the risk completely

· Try a less risky option

· Prevent access to the hazard (e.g. by guarding)

· Organise work to reduce exposure to the hazard

· Issue personal protective equipment

· Provide welfare facilities (e.g. washing facilities for removal of contamination and first-aid)


	List existing controls here or note where the information may be found:
	List the risks which are not adequately controlled and the action you will take where it is reasonably practicable to do so.  You are entitled to take cost into account unless the risk is high:

	Electrical equipment PAT  (last done Aug 2006)

Cables away from public, use RCD on sockets

 Lifting and Moving-two presenters for lifting heavy objects

Confined spaces- two people on hand  to assist  members of the public and protect equipment. 

Limit on numbers in dome-35 max

Darkness-red lighting to accustom eyes to darkness, regular torches at hand, small emergency torches around neck. Two people available at all times to assist members of the public and protect equipment.

Sitting on floor – most people sit on hard floor.

We have room for some chairs and wheelchairs.

Tripping - one presenter at the door will help people in and out, with red light on. A weighted mat can be placed over the trip hazard in door.

Stepping on fingers, toes – people are to remain in their positions. If someone needs out, the light is turned on. If someone enters Dome in middle of show, they are seated near the door.

Bumping heads –anyone who needs to go back into dome while people are exiting should be held back until all people are out.

Need for very rapid exit – the edges of the Dome can be raised for the public to crawl out

Dizziness when stars move. Make certain people are seated, warn them, and start slowly.

Heat and oxygen depletion – keep fans blowing more than minimum on warm days. Open ventilation flaps at back. Occasionally turn fan on to full. Suggest removing sweatshirts in classroom in summer. 
	Claustrophobia (fear of enclosed spaces)

Fear of the dark, especially in small children

We do not encourage people to enter if they are reluctant. 

People with poor night vision may have difficulty seeing the stars in the show.

People with colour blindness may have some difficulty in the sound and light show.




Signature………………………………………….Christine Macmillan    Date  29/10/2007………………...

